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SONSIDERATION is 


 Hunbly propoſed to the people, to direct © 
them in the choice of their 12 3 


' REPRES ENTAT [VES- 
| V'Vhichare to itin the approaching - 


PARLIAMEN T. 
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wo 
Providz out of all the people , able men, ſuch as fear God, men of © 
'rrath, bating hard rr Exod,18.21, 


F And Huſbai ſaid, Non but whom the Lord and this people, and all the 


i te Goa will I be, and wich bem ws Fatty 0h 
| 16. I 


LOND ON: 
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(1) 
Some grave and weighty ConstpzratIONS; 


| Onthar are 4 ſreebor» people , ( my dearly beloved Ce ; 
men) afrer ſo many evident /ncroachwents npon your Fanda- 

| mental Rights and Liberties , even afcer the expence of {© 

munch Blood and Treaſore, and fince the Lord was pleaſed to crown 


your Arms wich a glorions Succeſs and Conqueſt over your and the* 
Nations Enemies; you (1 fay ) have no {mall canſe co the God 
of Heaven ( who raleth in the Kingdoms of this World ) forſo 
ordering it by his Providence ( in theſe times of uoſerciement and - 
diltraQion, now that the foundations of che earth are ont of courſe ) 
ro neceſſicate the calling of a Parliament , ( I craſt in mercy roche 


Nation ) to heal our ſad breaches , (the great howſe oo — with Amos 6.11, 


breaches , and the little bouſe with cleſts ) and to eſtabliſh our ancienc 
Rights and Freedoms , for which ſo many / + godly men have 
ſhed their blood in the late Wars ; and to finde one ways for the im- 
partial adminiſtration and execution of Juitice chronghonr the Land, 


| that judgement may, at length, run down as watery and righteouſneſs as 4 ,,. _, 


mighty ſtream. | 
And yer whereas a Parkament is to meet ſhortly to conſalc and de- 


” * termine about the grent and weighty affairs of the Nation ; this is 

| no other then the peoples nacural right,vho oughe frequently ro meer 
in their Repreſentatives ; yea, it is provided by the Laws and Starnees 
of the Land, (a) That a Parliament (hall be held ewice a year, and 
ofrner if need require. And again , G6) by other Statutes ſince the 


Conqueſt , That a Parliament ſhall be holden once 2 year and ofter if 


| provided,(c) That if in caſe the Ki 
within ſach a time, then the Lord Chancelonr, or Keeper of the Sex), 
| may doic without warranc from him ; and if the Chancelowr 


there ſhall be occaſion. Yea,by a Law made in the lace Kings reign it i9 4 p13. mon, 
negle& to ſummon a Parkiamens ©) 54-4. 


E 
Stat. 


* bhisdmy, thenheisco be puniſhed by the next epfoing Parkiewent ; (<)5:47.16, - 
and upon his defaulr, the Peers, or any iwelve of chem, may withour '7-<0%.1+ 


any farther Mue our Wrics for ſummoning z Parliament : and 
is caſe they fail ro do it,then rhey #re ro be puniſhed; and rhe Sherofs 
of the ſeveral Connties , and Magiffrates of the feveral Barronghs, 
may ifſne our warrancs for the ſame purpoſe: and if rheſe Officers do 
alſo fail co cauſe dne EleRions ro be made for the Parkament, ther 
the people, whe have Voyees in fob RO nq 0 ela 


- 


- 


_—_— OT IS 


Exod.;:: 


T0,11,12, 


a "4 


(2) 
returns there:f,, And thus welſee that our eAnceftors have made doe 
iGon for che calling of frequenr and ſucceſlive Parliaments , for 
maincaiving the Rights and Liberties of their Poſteriey, + 

Andctruly i is matter of great Lamentation, (and will no doubr 
be ſo reſenced by al] rrue Engliſh-men) chat 'no mention ac all is made 
of a Parliament in thoſe Repreſeniations and Addrefles [acely publiſh- 
ed,. What! are we weary of our Fundementa| Riches and Privi- 
] $? Is that bigh and ſupream Comre (which is the lirong For- 
cre(s.of our Laws and Liberties ): become our Borden and Bondige ? 
Is or Phylick become our Diſeaſe, our Salve our Sore, and our Re- 
medy onr Malady ? Shall we, who engaged our )ives, our eltarer, 
and all that is dear cous, for maintaining the priviledges of Parlia- 
went, and the Liberties of che People, give our conſent unto, or con-+ 
nive at thoſe ations which are direRly contrary thereunto > What 
is become of our former Zeal for the Parliaments of England , the 
glory whereof mult either be reliored,or we cannot be afree. people ? 
What is become of all onr Oaths, Premiſes and Engagements ? Have 
we done evil in the Fght of God #nd Men ( by out incroachments 
upon lawful authority?) Have we walked in ways and paths which 
are crooked and nnſaje? Let us proceed no ſurther, but make an 
honeurable Retreat , and mow at length do that which is juſt and a+ 

reeable torhe Word of God, and the principles of right Reaſon, 
the hopour of Chrilt, the peace and comfort of eur own Conſci- 
ences, and the welfare and proſpericy of our native Countrey,which 
calls alond for our prayers and tears , our counſels, one belt endes- 
vours, and unwearied labours. 

Andtherefore in this janQure of affairs, ( things being reduced to 
the vtmeſt criſis of dapgeras tothe publick intereſt ) it will nor be 
amiſs (nay, Ihbope ir will be very acceptable ro you my dear Coun- 
try-men ) if I lay before you in the Spiric of loveand meekneſs,a fer 
DireRions and Rnles,toregulate and guide you ip the choice of your 
Repreſematives, which is « matter of the greateſt concernment and 
conſequence ( in civil reſpeAs) that can befal you and your poſteri- 
ty ; there being poman (1 dare ſay) of arruly poblick and ſelf-de- 
nying ſpiric, ( foch a ſpirir as Hoſes and Nehemiah had ) bur he bad 
racher expire with, then ſarvive and ont-live the Liberties of his na- 
tive Countrey, which not onely the Wordof God:bm the very light 
of Nacnre teacherh every mav to vindicare and maintain in his place 
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(2)- 
own) if we regard our Lives, one Eliates, onr Wives, our Children 
and Poltericy ; then farely we ought to be- render and careful is the 
choiſe of our Repreſentatrves,as the Roor and Foundation of all our ci- 
vil Liberty, and as that which is one firlt common Right, by which we 
are diftinguiſhed from the Twrkih and Ruſſian Slaves, and Peaſants of 
Frence, And herein every Engliſhman doth manifett char he bath 
in his own Perſon ſuch an inherent natural Right, as not £o be diſpo- 
ledof in his Body, Parſe or Eftace, but by and with his ownconſenc 
io Parliament, which is the Peoples Repreſentative, entrafted with 
whatſoever is dear and pretious rothem, io marrers of « civil Narnre, 
This ſhore Dsſcowr/eſhall be divided into Two Pares ; a Negative, 
andan Affirmacive Part : firſt, 1 fhall briefly ſhew you what ſore 
of men you onght notro chaſe; and then afterwards deſcribe 
-poco you the qualifications of chem whom ye ought tochuſe to 
be your ward rg 
_ 1, Firit then , You ought noc to cbuſe thoſe who in a ſelfiſh ambi- 
tous manner, ſeek and hune after che imployment, and uſe nnlawfal 
and indiret means to artain thereunto, The nofictelt and nnwor- 
thieſt men ace commonly the moſt forward to ſue for Places and Of- 
fices, whereas they that are worthy and well qualified malt be ſought 
unto, And ſo we finde in Jorhams Parable, that the Olive, the Fine, 5,1. 
and the Fig-tree refuſed the hononr of governimg,bur the Br awble (the 
worſt and baſeſt among the Trees) was forward to catch bold of Prefer- 
ment, A eruly vertaous man thinks ic better to be worthy of Honeny, 
then te have Honour ; and reſolves fo to be henourable,that tre may / 
ſill be Honeſt and Joſt : He will not ambicionſly ſeek afrer Pub- 
lique Imployment, bur will cather be ſought nc x and ſuch a man is 
mod fir for the Place, as is moſt ſenſible of his own anfitneſs and an- 
worthineſs. We know that Saw! in ſecking after his Aﬀes, found a 
Kingdom, whereas eAbſalom in ſeeking after a Kingdom, fonnd a Gal- 
lows, ©. Cincinnatxs « worthy R #45 fought after, and called: 
from the Plongh, to be Dit ator (an High Imployment) which he did 


not in the lealt ſeek after ; and even fix Months were expired (for ſo 

long che Office of Ditagr-contivued) baving faichfally ſerved bis 

_=_ 197, he checrfully eeliped the Place, and recurned again to his 
ough, 


I1, Secondly, Give not your Voices for wicked, ungod| and irre- 
ligious men, who ſcoff art the Power of Godline(s, ard faithful 
Preachers avd Profeſſors thereof : Snch as are fal'e to God and their 


nn tentvgiBoe; be une cad felrkial ro char Connereny accepting 
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Pittacus, 


. wichthe i 


Lutk.16.6. 


2K11.22.7, 


(4) | 

cothat Marine of Conſtantine tne Great ; Me canner be faithful to 
we, that is wnfaithful ts Grd. Piety towards God, and Juſtice towards 
men,(bould go band in hand cogerber: And cerrainly, they thar are 
molt holy and upright cowards (Godre likewiſe moſt jult and faichfnl 
towards men , having reſpeAto all Gods Commandments, and tothe 
Duties both of the and Second Table: Thus ir is, and thos ic 
will ever be, where Religion is not onely in Pretence, bur in Realicy, 
That Commonwealth is moſt happy, and beſt geverned (\aich a Hearhep) in 
which wicked men bear no (way, nor have any Authority : und or the con- 
trary, that Commonwealth is moſt miſerable,yhere wicked men bear 
all the ſway, and have the chiefe(t Authoruy, 

I11I, Thirdly, Neither ought you ro make choiſe of them who 
have been and are exce//ive Gainers by the times , having raiſed chem- 
ſelves avd their F amilies, upon the Ruines of their poor Conntry-men. 
Are there not many amongſt us , rhac before the late Wars were not 
worth two bandred in all che world, who now poſfſe's Lands 
worth thouſands per awww and yer they never ſweat nor bled mach 
in defending the Canſe of the Commonwealth? Is it 2 likely thing 
that theſe men ſhould come honeſtly by ſach grear and vaſt Etares ? 
or can wee that «hey who have built eheic own honſes fo high 

Parſe, ſhould fairhfully endeavour co build the honſe 
of the { ammonnealth, and advance the publique Good ? Theſe men 
are mach unlike chat Honewrable Perſon, who ( as ir is reported) ha- 
ing becn of the Kings Connerl, and pafſedchrough many grear Offices, 
es his Lord Chaxcelorſhip, for abour twenty yeers rogerher ; after 
his Debrs were payed ( aud yer he was no prodigal ſpender ) had nor 
the worth of one hundred pownd in Moveables, and his Land did not a- 
mount to: above fifty pownd per annum, Let not any trac Eng 
appear for thele coverons ſelf footing weenches, who with che Empe- 
rour Calignla, canpur no difference between Riches goctep by Op- 

and char which iFhonettly come by. The #wjnft Seward 
cheated his Mafter bur of fiſcy in rhe bindeed, bur theſe greedy Cor- 
werunt; have not been afhamed co coren the Seaxe of rhree pares in 
four, They will noc be found fo faichful in cheir Accompes' 2s choſe 
menewoned in che Book of the. Kings, whom the good King Joſiah 
found ſo honeſt and jaſt , chat he would take no reckoning of chem, 
God forbid that youor 1, ſhould ever 
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5) 2 
they execnte no Judgement, = they judge the canſe of the Fa» 7+-.; 17, 
therleſs,and yer they proſper ; Shall mor 1 wif: for choſe chings 7 (faich 23,15. >. 
the Lord) Shall net my ſoul be avenged an ſuch 4 nation as this ? Tea, the 
day of their viſitation cometh ; Now ſhall be their perplexcity ( faith the 
Lord.) Though wickedneſs be ſweet intheic months, yer it will be as 
the Gall of «Aſps within them : They bave ſwallowed down riches, but they 70b 10.11 
ſhall vomit thens #p again, God will caft then out of their belles, dep": 
IV. Fourtbly,Be not forward co chaſe Lawyers to be your Pariia- 
ment men z not that I ſpeak againit all thoſe of the /ong Robe , ( for 1 
hope ſome of that profeſſion are honeſt and good Parriors) bur for 
the generaliry of chem , ic is evident enough to every man that harh 
his eyes in his head , thac they are a very corrupt imeerelt , a fort of 
men that care nor how they rob the Commonwealth, and gull the peo- 
ple, ſo they may bur them'e|ves and cheir own hou'es: « 
will coen with the times, let the times be never ſo corrupr, and will 
transferm chem(elyes inco avy ſhape for worldly advanceges ; and if 
they can bur fill cheir Pocke:s with money , they care nor though 
they fill cheir conſciences with guilt and polimriom ; not is there any 
ſo bad, bur they dare undertake ir eicher for profit or vain 0+ 
femation, ſo darknivg che rruch wich a multicude of vain words, thar 
what the wiſe Cate (aid of Carreades, ( while he diſpured } may well 
be ſaid of their pleadivg, Scarce arywan can diſcern whichs the truth ; 
for they try» judgement inte wormwoed, and (231he Pialmitt ſpeakerh ) 1,,; ,. 
they frame iniquity by a Law, or at leaſt they pretend Law ww Pſal.g4.20 
cioncothe R ton of. the Commonwealrch. Take heed _ 
how you chaſe Lawjers who commonly opold an intereft dittio& 
from, yea, oppoſite to that of the publick, Indeed, we read of one 
+ pad Arimathea a Connſcllour or Lawyer, who wes 2 good and & L1h.:3.50, 
juſt man ; bu: ove Swallow makes not 4 Summer 2 Joſeph was a jut 
man, and would nor cefuſe to plead for the poor in «jutt can'e , nor 
prefer an unjult canſe to pleaſe che rich, How many of our Lawyers 
are fie to be compared ro Joſeph? 1 fear buc « very few: Bur if you 
know any ſnch as are juſt and good , and of a publick fpiriz, in Gods 
Name give your voyces for chem: onely 1 conld with forthe good of © 
this Conmwenwealth, rhat ic were withns as it ig Fez in Afrres , and Pe/cription 


world is 


im other Coantries = exneprelinddyhe@chal ef CHri/r.Trnſla 
England is) where e nO jangling mg Lawyer? rim- 

7 eee oy concert among Aru s the Bm 1 Deſen- fe, " | 

dane, wienefles, come to akine, or Judge 05. 

*£ ence, wichour ſancber appeal of delays, care iohedander. 1108, 
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ded. And chats gy Sit Thomas Moy , is very remar- 
kable , who Cahes he we Ler Chancelour ) made fnch quick dil- 
patch of hearing and cndipg Canſes, even in that tedious Court of 
Chancery, that after two years ard a half, having one day heard and 
diſpatched the firſt cauſe , and calling for the nexc, anſwer was return- 
ed, That there was no more cauſes ro be heard ; and chis is upon re- 

cord to be ſcen at this day. 
V. Fifchly, Chuſe nec ſnch for your Repreſencatives, as are ſoen- 
g nay enſlaved co 2 Party or Faction, that let the Common- 
wealth and publique Intereſt fink or ſwim, they care not mnch, ſo 
their own Party be upheld and countenanced : If a man copcnr with 
them in ſome Opinions which are diſpacable among godly learned 
inen (and wherein there ought to be maca2| forbearance and colers- 
tion) Oh! then be ſhall be preferred by chem, and they will do him 
jufiice; bur for others thar are not of their Party and FaRion, (be 
they never ſo ) they regard not what ivjaltice, injary avd op+ 
prefſion,rhey are © unto, for their love & reſpeR co cheir Coun+ 
treys Is this to do as we would be done aoco? Is this to aimar che 
goodof the whole Community ? Truly, men of this faQious ſpirir 
ace neither fic ro chuſe nor to be choſen into publique Office, It was 


Plutarch is , wile anſwer which Solon the Legiſlator gave to him that ask'd him 


"i, Su08. hat City was the beſt governed ; That City (ſaid Solos) w ns fk 
45 receive no wrong, do as earneſtly defend other i to whom wrong « offered, 
Oe 

V. Sixthly, Be fare you chaſe not Mercenary Souldiers, that make 

8 Trade of War, and will diſpute no Commands, be they never ſo un- 
ja, never ſo contrary to their former mprmenty, cp profeſſed 
inciples : and though ſuch Commands be ive cothe privi- 
edges of Parliament, andche libercies of their Country-mev, yer ra- 
cher chenthey will ley down their Army, and deny chetn(clves in their 
Pay, (which comes ont of the Peoples Purſes, like Blood ouc of cheic 
s) they will make no Bones of overtarning the Foundations, 

and breaking down the Bounds of all Civil Goverwwent and CAdagi- 
frac) : They will deſtroy che things which chey bave builc,and build 

a ROT which chey have | d , and ſo bripg the G#i4t of 

all che 
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of their poor Conntrey 
ons of Parliament , by 
whom chey have been well peyed ind 
and that they will yer be mimakul 
-nd ig2io and agen before God, Angelsand Men, ( viz. ) 
That they were not a meer Mercenary Army, hired to ſerve any Arbitrary 7,” —_ 
Power whatſeever » bu: caled ferth and conjured by the Declarations of, * 
Parkament, to deſend the peoples juſt Rights and Liberties ; and that thay fomonl. {vi 
endeavour ſhall be to proſecute the ſame , without prejudice to the bring or *'- 409% » 
well being of P ar liaments ; the maintenance and vindication whereef (they en 6: 
ay) i much dearer tothew then thesr liver. And withal,they affurens, ***"" 
that in all cheir wndertakings we (hall finds them men of truth , (O thac 
t \cir ations bad been agreeable to their words !) fully and ſingly an- 
ſweting the things which they have held forth to the Nation intheir ſewe- 
r.1/ Declarations and Papers, without by or baſe reſpeits to any private end 
or intereſt whatſoever, How well they have performed their promiſes, 
nd what faichfulneſs is required of them,and may be expeRed from 
chem for the ſurure , ( if they would recover their loft credic) I ſhall 
leave itto their own Conſciences , and to the ſerious Conſiderations 
of the good people of the Nation. 

And now having plainly cold you what ſort of men you ſhould 
decline and «void in the choice of your Repreſentatives; 1 (hall far- 
ther int you witch the Qalificarrons of rhoſe whom you ought to 
appear for in your Eleftions, 

irit : Remember and pur in praQice the grave Counſel of Jerbro 04 18 

to Moſes, Provide out of the peoplegable men, [uch as fear Grdynen of truth, © * 
hating covetonſneſs : In which words ] thro firſt gives order fot care 
and peRion in the choice of Magiſtrates , and then deſcribes 


thoſe men that are fic to be choſer,by four efſertialCharaRers orQue» 
lifications : They are to be, firſt, men of ability ; ſecondly , ſearing 
God; thirdly, men of web, fourthly, bating coveronſneſ7, You that Tu «tum 
are the EleRors, cannor be roo circumſpeR and careful in the choice —_—_ 
ives. Provide, Or /ook, cut from among the PEO ,,9.( > 
curale 


ely- 


of your Repreſenrgt 
ple: Thewordis T, imports that there hould be much 
extaneſs andcuriofiry in mon ion;Circumſpetfion;Inqui- t, *c. 


ad AL. — 


(8) 
fin Swſpition, [normation, ſeriow (onſider ation and Deliberation : The 


word is derived from Choz.h, to ſery or tO cont e3 and hence che 
ure called (bof, Seer; 


$ and chaſe 


eras to chaſe ont from among all the 
hin not to his own family, 
knowing cher te» 

i Is quite contrary to Eletion. If amanſhonld 
ſay, You ſhall chnſe among 3 mormaqretens or that one, 
we have par him down in our Lift, and therefore you mult chnſe him, 
how ridiculous is ſuch an Elefion ? for ir is in effeR az if he hoald 


—— 


ſay, You ſhall not have your free choice, bur you ſhall allow of ſach 
as 1, ad thoſe of my party, have choſen, No man wheo he goes to 


the merkerto buy az commodity will confive himſelf ro any one ſhop, 
if he mean to cull ont'and provide the beſt, I wiſh my dear Coun- 
trey-men would be as wiſe in this buſineſs , which is of greater im- | 

nce , and not ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon by any com | 
nacion or aſſociation of men whatſoever, bur fiand faſt in their lg; | 

ful Liberties of EleAion, : | 

Firſt then , you are to chuſe men of ability : rhis is & large word , 
comprehending all choſe which belong co the faculty of «- 

bility , and i not onely ontward firength of body, and man- 

hood, (and therefore ſach of 6nr Gentry as are of an effeminace 

ſpiric , and cannot endure labour and hardſhip forthe good of their 

,are nofic for this employment ) bur ic relares alſo (and thac 

chiefly) co the abilities and verrnoas endowments of the minde , 

which are d in a faithful Magiſtrate ; as firſt, Wiſdom and Ex- 
perievce , which is berter thet either of body or eftare : | 
Rs one fo Feuer ek, 
10.16.16, get ; ? is ſo eflenrial, chat « 
ok Cannot Von f withonr it, here Wiſdow © 

= mba Philoſopher) it me CINIINSY app 
#htice, and will do nothing but that which « honeſt and good ; and be 
char is endowed therewith, will bead all bis ro the encreaſe 
avd the advancement of che publick Weal : and there- 


of 
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of Burroneh ; men of co__ 
derflanding of hw wht Iſl engl t9 0d ie my 
| the tive 1320 to an —_— 
tendace © che healing of onr Breackes boch in Church and Common» 
wealch 4 andnocon « of ed Greem-heads, that 


company 
know better how to deſtroy rhento build up a Nation, os ts the peo- Keel. 10.46 


pe ( ſaith wiſe Solomon ) whoſe princes are children, How children? 
not ſo mnch in years, 2s in nnderitending, judgement and experience. 
Secondly, Modermion , or ZXquanimiry, is another ability of che 

mind required in a Magitirate , which belps him rightly to —_ 

znd manage his paſſions and vncaly affcRions > and to exercile pati- 

ence and meekneſs in the midſt of thoſe provocations and diſap- 
pointments which a man in pablick office ſhall be ſare co meer wirh 

and this is # greater Conquett ther if a man ſheuld conquer a King- 
dom : He that is flow to anger, is better then the mughey : and he that rw» p,,. _. 
teth bis ſpirit, then he that taketh « city. Thirdly, Courage and Magna-,, 
nimiry is thar which is principally to be regarded in chuling men of a+ 
bilicy for pablick employment ; yea , this is ſorequifice , that ſome- 

mes it is pur for the onely qualification ; as in _ charge to 7o- Dent.3 1, 
"44 his Succefſonr, and in the Lords ipftruRtions ro the ſame Joſhua, 23: 
Onely be thou ſtrong, and very conragiow, Chuic able or mighty men, Jonren?. 
ſo the Greek, tranflates; and the Hebrews deſcribe them thus: Able 5,5. ia, 
men have a (trong or couragious heart ro deliver the oppreſſed ont of cap. 2, Seite 
the Opprefſours hands , as it is ſaid of Moſer, He fiood up and ſaved 7+ 
them, Exed 2.17, Lera man be never ſo well qualified otherways, 
with Prudence, Learning , Eloquence, and ſuch like abilicies of the 
mind, yet if he be of a cowardly and timerous (pirir, and his minde 
continually perplexed with donbrs and fears, thi- will in a great mea- 
ſace- render all his orher parrs uvprofitable as to the office of Magi- 
firacy ; nor will! be be able to accompliſh or bring co paſs any 

ar delignes, We know that (ſar cffeted more by his ve- 

our and conrage, then Cicero could do with all }is Eloquence: For- 
ticade ( faich the Philoſopher ) is that vertue of the mind, withour 
which vothivg can be accompliſhed worthily 2nd with commendari- 
on. Imay traly ſay, That there is at this day fach a cowardly, ſlaviſh, 
degenerate ſpiric appearing among all ſorts cf men , thatthere was 
never more need of men of courage and reſolution, ſuch as will net- 
ther regard the frowns of great ones, nor the fair ſpeeches of rheir 
moſt familiar friends, ſo as to binder them from doing their daty ro 
God and cheir Countrey, Snch {ml ſpiric and tn = 

© | 
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(1 
be or rom amoogrbe people ad Oh tba there wete md- 
devil boldly and undennres : (panes the cave of God, 
forthe due priviledges of Parliament , and the Rights md Libetties 
of their vactive Coontrey : Come what will come , will rather 
incur the diſpleaſure of the Grande: s of the cimes , and hazard their 
efiates ard lives, ther wound their copſciences, and cowardly betray 
their cruſt, by concributiog cheir a\ſbſtance to the carrying on of apy 
defigres that may enſlave rheir Conncrey,, And ſuch men in your 
Ele&ions are to be diligently ſought ontyas have courage, wildom and 
reſolation, to call co ap accompr all Officers of Stare, Counaleliours 
ard Treaſurers, who have had a hand in diſpoſing thoſe vait ſums of 
Money which have been levied nupen the Nation, to the great impo- 
veriſhmenc thereof. 

Secondly: The ſecond Chara&er which Jethro gives, and which is 
required in thoſe whom you chuſe ro be your Rrepreſemtatives, 15 the 
Fear of God ; They ma't be ſfach as traly fear the Lord, nor with a 
baſtardly S/aviſh fear, but wich a filial, child-like, and yet wich a Re- 
verential Fear : They maſt be ſach as fearto offend the Lord ; men 
of render Conſciences, that will rather chuſe che greateſt affli io? 
then the leatt fin ; ſach as will not ſpeak wickedly, and talk, decaitfully 


on God : nor de evil that good may come thereof + Such as fear an Oath, 


Eccleſ.9.2. and will not violate their Promiſes and Oaths ,. though ic 
ſhould be never ſo much co their onward advantage : we know that 
Oaths are the Nerves and Sinews of Government, and the Bonds of 
Obedience; Now what are all Oaths to men chart fear not God? 
Truly, they are no better ther Sampſons Cords, which he ſnap aſun - 
der as fat as he was brund with them, He that ruieth ever men muſt 
be juſt, ruling in the. fear of Ged : And fach a man ſhall be as the light 
of the morning when the Sun #/rn y even a morning witheut Clouds; as 
the tender graſ! ſpringing out of the earth, by clear ſhining aſter ram, And 
he that eruly a. God, will bear a cordial love and reſpeR co all 
that rruly fear God, even to all faithful, godly Minilters and Chriſti- 
avs, holding the head Chriit, and agr-cing in the fandamentall Arci- 
cies of the Chriftian Faith, though of dift-rene ] ndgements in other 
Points , wherein Chriitians (h: uld hambly pray and waic upon the 
Lord for more light, both for themſclves and their Brethren. Let 
4 therefore a7 many as be perſelt be thus minded: andif in any thing ye 


. be otherwiſe minded, Ged ſþ.ill reveal even thu wato you, 


 Thicdly : they are ro be men of 7:4th, good men and True z and 
yikhourchis, the moſt glorious ſhey avd Profeſſion is but meer lying 


vanity, 


| 


| 


| 


(12 
ihe x Courage an.4 Boldneks if it be not for the 


vanity and 

Trathand in the Trath, is no more rhen Fool-bardineſs, 1nd -impu- 
dency, Such a be choſen by you, as are lovers ofthe Timb, 
beth as Truth is oppoſd to hypocrifie in Religion 5 avd alſo to 


falſchood, deceit and injaltice, in Civil Adminiſtrations. And now 
(alas |) have we not cauſe ſadly ro complain with the Propher, Thar 
truth i fallen in the fivects, and periſhed from among men; judgement (ailrs 1/1.55.4, 
and land: afar off, and equity cannot enter ? The Lord looked for jadg- U*-5 71 
went from we, but behold oppreſſion; for Righteouſneſs , but behold acry, 

Moſt menare (o practi ed ip the Rules and Methods of carnal Policy, 
falſchood and deceit, that we know not whomeo rraft , They have 
ſuſficiencly learned that Lefſon, which Lews the Eleventh commen- 

dedto his ſon ; He that kaows not how to diſſemble, knows 20x bow to live, Qui neſtic 
Moſt men will proclamme their own goodneſs (ith Solomon but a farth/ul 4 malare 
wan who can finde ? Bur yer ſome there are who buy the Truch, and © wr | 
ſell ic not ; who count ic their Honour to- ſift our the Truth, and to, ., - 
maintain it both in macters Religious and Civil ; imitating righteous 

12h, who clothed himſelf with Juſtice as with 2 Rebe, and noo. whom 706 24.1, 
Ju1lgement was 48 4 crows and 4iadem;and who whenp be knew not the 16. 
C1uſe, ſooght it ont diligercly : and theſe men are worthy to be cho» | 


\*n, and to fit as your Repreſencatives. Men of Truth , the Greek 

i[leth Tuff men, char contend for imparual Jultice ; ard indeed; Ju- 
{tice is put for Truth, P/. 5 2-5,becauſe theſe vertues are neerallied;and 
ſuch are deſcribed by the Hebrews to be men of Truth, as follow Jw* ;1hv.th 
frice for it ſelf,and ont of their own mind do love the truthgand hate vielert ox Exod.1sS. 
wrong, and flee from all kinde of injury. They are ja't men indeed, they 1. 
are men of truth, who diſpenſe impartial Juſticero all, both Friends | 
and Foes, our of love to Juſtice and Truth, ſo connenancing the 
People of God, that they wrong not the worlt worldling ; ſo main- | 
taining Piery, that they negle& nor Equity ; giving to exch man his 
doe and right, not onely ro them that concur with them, bur alſo to 
others who differ from them in marrers of Religion, Will nor Sir 


Thomas Moor (thonch a deſperate Papiſt) riſe up in judgement againſt 
many of this Generation, who upon occaſion of « Sir ia Chancery, 
wherein his ſon in law was concern'd,cold bim plainly,That were he to 
& decide a Cau'e between his Father, whom he loved dearly, and the 
©« Devil, whom he hated extreamly,he would deal impartially,and do 
« the Devil right, if his Cane were good, And tis reported of 
Cleon the Licedemonian, That when he underrook Pablique Offices, 


charged © 


he would call all his friends together , and tell chem char he pow drſ» 


————_—— 
— 
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(32) * pF" itha, 
charged bimſelf of all friend(hip, in char ic £00 ofren canſeth men to _* 
{werve from and Equmry. Jr's wo2 good ( faith Solomon ) to 
Pro 193: banouſpelive my perſons judgment ; for thas wan will ranſgreſ ſo 4 


Pro.2$.21. 
Fowrthly, Such are to be choſen from among the people ( b 
- eee bnwoetCormeecty corre Calbe o C A 


1s a very greac evil in Civs/ and Governours ; and rruly this is 
hook fourdmes: Hence i is (even from this roor of birrerne(s ) 
hat chat « ſelfiſh privace incereit is ſet wp and advanced in moſt places, in 
Acceninls fiend of the Pablick.” MZ wer ſeek their own thingy, and negle2 ihe 
muneric, oft ehings of Chrift and che Commonweelh. eMcceptation of gifts will 
prevarica- ever prove the ation of Trach and Juſtice ; and therefore rhe 
= ns Loos doch ofren qe 1 Jaw holy _— ———_ wreſt 
» x bb wet re ons, neither ſhalt then take agift ; jor 
CY . prom oryr aquntig +a and pervertech the word: of hor to 
Dent. 16.9.0, He that is a ſlave to wicked Aammen, will neither doe Grd 
1 $4.5.3- nor his faichfal ſervice : No man can ſerve rwo Malters , if 
p102-1:'9: be will ove the one, be mult hate the other : By Judgment the an! 
1. © te efbabliſhed (1) but be that receiveth gifts, deſtroyeth it, And as (och 
1/ai 56,11. are fic ro be over the e,as hare coverouſneſs and oppre(- 
(2)Pr9.29. Gon z ſo it will be mach for their peace and comfort in an evil day, 
4+ when can diſcharge and clear cheir con{cieaces before God and 
(Þ) r $a», men, and ſay with Sawwel, (b ) Bebold, bere | ans, witneſi ag ainſt me 
I2.3z4. before the Lord and before bis Anoimted : whoſe oxe have I taken # or 
iſe aſs have | taken ? or whom have 1 deſranded t whom have Toy- 
prefſed ? or of whoſe band have 1 received any bribe to blinde mme eyes 
therewith } and 1 will reſtore it yew. «And they ſaid, Thow haſt not de- 
a wer oppreſſed wm , neither baſt thou taken onght of any 
ans 


And chus moch of thoſe fowr CharaRers of a Magiſtrate proponn- 
ded in Jethre's advice to es, oY th 
eAgain , Let me further adviſe you ( my dear Country-men ) 
in the choice of your ver, to ingle ont thoſe men that are 
lealt ingaged in reſpe& of theximes, avd have leaft dependance on 
the grear menof che times, for offices and places of prefermenc, So- 
\ p14v.1. 4 (anenAliarer ur, ( and we know it by experience, ) That many will 
JOY 19.6. inrreatthe favour of the Prince, and every man is 4 friend to him that gi- 


. x 


drew po boldly beldy wa rod 


| mapa 7" mangy A meer moral ingenuons man i 
his own eltate, and is free from ere Angry wer the 
times ) may fer onght know, do bis Connery beater iervice thew an 
d ingaged perion, wy 7. wage for his knowledg 
good in Religion, To dojuſft; 
Lord then ſacrifice, OR INN bhaded the 
eyes and peryerced the jadgmencs CEOCEEED 
may Tarps yr their avowed priociples, grounded upon Com- 
mon Right and codcompired wi wich thoſe very things which 
row wager? elted again : Lore bins who 
thinkeeh thas be fandeth, take hood that be fall nos 
Thirdly: You ſhoald chuſe men of conſiderable elimes and ince- 
ret in the Nation, ſuch being more concerned to vindicate the Laws, 
and Liberties of the people ( for they have more co loſe) chen 
mew of beggerly and broken forranes, There are indeed two ex- 
treams which render mer nafc for Government : ſome men have 
nething,and cheſe Jy — ethers 
[rm yg yer chey are not comented , bur till their * 
run one after cy both theſe veglea the pablick 
Weal; It was once & great queſiion in the Ryman Senate, whether 
Servins Sm/pitine Gaiba, or Aurelia, (hould be ſent as Governons in- 
tO one of the Reman Provinces; ac lalt ic came to Scipio to give bis 
Vote, who very wiſely ( co the farisfstion of the whole Senace ) 
reſolved ic thas : That neuber of them was fit ro be ſenc,becauſe one 


, 1 anere Acceptable ts the P199.21 3. 


of chem was a poor man, and had nothing z wdche other was 6 rich Jo 1: nibil 


man, avd never copcenced wich what hebad, And yer if the Lord 
Ne foro reſpeli ls tn attice and Government roa man, we ought 


not ſoro his ourward eſtate or conditions to exclude ths: Cop Cap, 


him from employment Gideon ( weknow ) was bur a poor 7+ 
Tbreſher, of — - and the leaſt in his fathers houſe ; and 
David was brought from the wes gy 
CIPO EINL valour, ws p— people. Poor men 
are not 


"4% 


— - nojuſt aQts. It ig 7/07. is 
—mo 'of Photon, is dino Frets tn pk pable Three, 


(14) | 
z- very poor end mean in the things of che world) That the 
offers of the greareſt Princes then livipg , conld nor draw 
chem rodo the leaſt piece of injaltice to the prejudice of cheir Conn- 
trey and their own Reputacion. 

Fourch'y : Tn the choice of yon Repreſentatives, ler your eye be 
fixed'on ſuch as have a deep inſpeRion into the preſent, cooſtirncion 
and condition of theſe Nations; and know where the incereſt of pro- 
priety and revenue in Land is ſeated» as the ſams is now rednced 
by the wiſe providence of God, (nor that all inſtramencs ate wichonc 
excuſe :) certainly the Laws and Government of the Nation'(iv che 
jadgment of all rational nnbyasſſed Engliſhneo ) onght to be moſt 
correſpondent and ſuitable to the common incerelt of the Natiop : 
Thus it wes in the Commonwealth of 1ſr-eel, (by Gods ſpecial ap- 
pointment ) and thugic was and is alſo im orher Countries. Time 
was, indeed, that the intereſt of Revevue in Land in great Britain, 
was ina Monarch, and in a Nobility and Clergie; but now men of 
judgement may eafily ſee, that fince the late 'Wars, the caſe is quire 
altered, and the incereit of Revennein Land, isſerled by Law ip 
the Commons , moſt of them being Freeholders , among the 
greareft parc of the Crown Lands , and of the Barons, Biſhops an] 
Dean and Chapters Lands are diſtributed and divided: Nay, if the 
Revenne of Land fhonld he divided into cen parts, I may truly fey, 

- Thar che Gentlemen and Commons poſſeſs nine parrs of it :. now 
ſach a Government , and ſuch Laws and Adminiſtrations , will bet 
ſnic and comport with the Nations, as #re framed according to the in- 
rereſt of Revenxe in land, Well then, the people overbalancing 
by far any one ſingle perſon er Pamily , yea, and che Nobility allo, 
and the greareſt intereſt being in the People ; ir will be your wiſ- 

| dome to chnſe ſuch men as have a right' underſtanding thereof, that 

| ſo the Government and Laws of the Nation wy in genuine natural 

way ( without force and yiolence ) promote and advance the intereſt 
(a) Salus $99 welfare of the Community, ( The ſafety * of the People being Pp 
populi ſy. the Sapream Law ) and chat they my not be ſo framed asto 2ad- 
prema Lex, vance the privace intereſt of any one party whatſoever ( which cer- 
taivly God will 'nor bleſs, in oppoſition to the Publick : God zwnd 
Narure requires this of us ; and you that arethe Commons of 
England ſhould be ſenſible of your own intereſt, and of that advice 
which bach 2» dire& tendency ( by the bleſſing of God) ro make you 
--.., and your poſterity « Free People, and to prevent thoſe further broyls 
hd confulions; which ocherwiſe are like to fall opon the Nation, if 
any 


FS 


———l. i. 


(15) papacy 
['P ſhall uphold an incerelt of their own, oppoſite 
co 


C . 
Fifebly, Ler fach be coolen by you, as zre well :cquaineed with 
the nadoubred Birib-rights, Liberties, and Freedoms of all crne Ex- 
Cs han Laws which confirm rhe ſame, e- 


ny particular part 
any P pry 


y the great Charter of che Liberties of England, framed and 
caaſenced noo in full Parliament, in the ninth yeer of K. Mon, 3. und 
fince chac confirmed & allowed in ſeveral Parliaments above3o times, 
Give your yoyces for (ach as will boldly claim heir and our ancienc 
Rights and ing to _zhe laid Charter ( for obcaining 
whereof,there was no ſmall tirugghing by our Ancefiors) and alſo ac- 
cording tothe Petition of Right, conierced unco by the late King arthe 


intiance of che Par /iament held in the third yeer en rs 
is onght ro 


provided and ena . That no Fr of 
be commited or derypedi prin, bythe Kng 0 'oyC oun- 


Priſos, 


4 apr upon a Habeas ( orpme, that 


then he ought to be forchwic 


have and esjoy a fall and abſolure Propriety in bis and cſiacte ; 
p to be impoſed, or le 
nds 


olated Laws and Liberties of the Nation, before they grape any Aids 

Aran though vorpas- : 

c cl 
pl grievances 


to 4 
we bo redrefſed, if 197 DIP MEH Theſe are 


the 
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the nndonbred Native WF +. Rights of the People, which 
cheic Repreſercacives ſhould fiontly apd.conftantly make claim of in 
Parliament,& neyer give their c to the leaſt violation thereof, 

| VL, Youſhonld be careful ro chaſe ſach Parliament mien, as doe 
ladly and ſeriouſly lay ro heart that world of treaſure which bach been 
expended,avd ( which is yet more conGiderable ) the many thouſend 
lives of precious godly men ( whoſe Bleed cryes alond ) which were | 


freely facrificed for the Liberties of their Connirey, in oppeſnion 10 
the arbitrary, cyranpical, and illegal proceedipgs of « late King 
and bis party ; as namely, 1, Againſt bis avdcbeir uſarpation over 
Parliaments, preventing their mecting, and diflo]ving chem at plet- | 
nl onprpckermar ip Bp rp yy ren 
idi y of e « Parliament 
Þo a: ing called ——— the Kings carn in gr Sablidies, If we 
York Aſſ- once admit the Kings Negative voice ( (aith a grave and reverend Judg) 
x5, March ps be juſt,and conſonant to the conſtitution of the Government, | dare affirm, 
1 _ 5. that the people of England are in a poſſubility by that conſtitutiongts be 4s ay» 
pt rantſlaveras they are in T wrky, or amongſt the Moors in the Gallies : For 
lketthe Perples grievances be never ſo great and let the Parliament preſent 
vever ſo many good Bills for redreſs and Reformation, yet fil be may put 
them off with this Royal complement, Le Roy $'adviſers, which ſignifies. 
n plain Ty [ will not help you, mer releaſe the unjuſt burthens and op» 
proſſiens I have laid you. 2. Thelate King did exerciſe by his | 
Council and qthers (ogataft which allo the good People of theſe Na- ' 
£6008 cook up Arms ) ap arbicrary, uvlimited power over mens per- 
ſons and eftaces, when they ought to have been tried by Law, &c. 
3, Helevied moneys upor them nnder pretence of neceflity(where- 
of he avd his Conncil would be the ovely comperent Judges ) with- 
que their conſent io Parliament. 4. He challenged ſuch ap intereſt 
in the Milicia, as co cemmand the lame at his pleaſure withour the 
Pacliamevr, thereby enforcing obedience to his illegal] Commands, | 


and rendring himſelf unaccountable for what he did, either co the 
Parliament, or any Earthly power whatſoever : Nay, his deſign was 
( andler che People rake norice of ic ) to plack up the very name 
and root of Exgl;h Parliamencs, the Ancienc P ers of E»glſb 
Freedome. And indeed, the beſt Ats and Laws that can be 
made, are no ſufficient ſecurity to the People, withont the CMi- 
litia f whaobs| vi Tyrannical makers choc war l wed » 
on the Peop berties in Reigns of King . t 

leeds and the late King, after the making and publiſhing of 


, 
«© ” 
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(1 
* many good Laws, Who © fir 7 6 irnticd with the 
Arms 3s the peoples Repreſencatives, whoare alſo tufted with thei 
puries ? Sarely yore have a grearet intereſt thereio then themle|ves, 
Ic is rraly obſerved by « rational ſober perſon, «nd a member of Par- 
liament; (#4) Thar che canſe was gained 


a Reprefe 


licis, whatſhall become of us ? whaz ? nothing but well: The People © 
are more concern'd in ic then all the ProceRors and Privy Conncils 
that are'or ever ſhall be : God is interefſed inthe work(o lovg as the 
Cauſe is his,avd he bach any amovg/t the People in covenant with bim, 


And here | defire chat everyEngliſh man would diligemly weigh the Decls. is 


words of thar memorable long Parliament (before they were 
in1beir excellemr Declaration, perned ( as the report goes 
minent man * of the times, which 1 ſhall cecice ar large 2 4 
they ) we bold it ont of ſeaſon to renew —_—_ concerning the 
na, which hath been ſo long and ſadly debated 


God biwſe giving s Vardift on our fides ; yet ſhall we offer to the 
deration ad Engliſh men, that rw oears La pleafe themſelverwith 
their Magna Chatter > and with their (ourts of fie with their the jrea 
Court of Parliament ; and that their liver, liberties and eftater, are Sta, * 
as the will of one man, and that the King cannot maks laws, nor Yaiſe 
monies wpon them without their conſents in Parliaments ; and that all Of- 
fender: ag ainſt their Law: and Liberties way be brought to ſwſtice, 1n (ome 
Conrt or ther, or at leaſt in the high Court of. Parliament 3 all this fogni- 
foes nothing - if the CMiltia by Sta and Land be in one man, they ave abſs- 
[mts ſlaves, and by ſo much in a worſe condition,breanſe thinkmag themſelves 
ts have Liberty , their conceit brcames 4 =_ to them: How ridicnl:wa 
are theſe Laws which may be violated by force, and by force ſhall not be de- 
fended ? What a mech » Authority of the Convis of Juſtice and of 
the bigh Court of en PHY 2's net Accompanied with the pow» 
er of the Sword, when by the power of the Sword it ſhall be oppoſed , 
ted , reſiſted 5 their Summons ſcormed , their meſſengers kicks abeze the 
fireets, and their vote! ard judgments derided ! Surely thoſe people have 
but an imay « ſreedows bath no other then paper or parch- 
went wall at the beſt to defend it. Aud for that conceit of dividing the 
power of the Sword between the King and the Kingdoms , without exception 
of caſes of danger, what ig it elſe but to give a King yower, thengh mot to 
do it himſelf, ang prmarentTey others, by bis ſecret procurement, nay 


arbled) anfw/s 'be 
by ave- 


Op 


TOz7FLrr 


cnt their throats Wh” 17 am” 
3. 1 ..v 


La 
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whiles che Miliris was ivthe 5.7 
peoples hands, and they may well be truſted with the Milicia for the r:/.r554, 
maintenance of char Cauſe, Bur (ſay ſome) If the people have the Mi- 7-: 3.Byad. 


cor, Cam. 
March 4. 
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